
THE INDIVIDUAL DEPRIVATION MEASURE: 
REVEALING LINKS BETWEEN GENDERED PATTERNS OF TIME 
USE, UNPAID CARE WORK & OTHER DIMENSIONS OF LIFE

Joanne Crawford
International Women’s Development Agency
jcrawford@iwda.org.au

With contributions from 
Kylie Fisk, IWDA
Sharon Bessell, Janet Hunt, Helen Suich, Mandy Yap, 
Trang Pham, The Australian National University 

Transforming the face of unpaid care work through 
redistribution, ActionAid Webinar, 23 November 2018 



2

§ Women continue to bear major responsibility for 
unpaid household and care work, even as we do 
paid work

§ The time and labour burdens associated with lack 
of infrastructure is often heaviest in rural areas 

§ A survey undertaken by Voice for Change in 
Jiwaka Province, Papua New Guinea, highlighted 
the slave-like burden of work as ‘violence’ and the 
most significant serious form of violence 
experienced by women and girls in Jiwaka

TIME USE AND UNPAID CARE MATTER



3

§ Focus on money or a limited range of other dimensions (health, education, 
standard of living)

§ Use the household as the unit of analysis, so assume resources are 
distributed equally within the household – all members are equally poor or 
not poor

§ And poverty affects everyone in the same ways – regardless of gender (or 
any other characteristic)

§ So can’t reveal the gendered dimensions of poverty

EXISTING POVERTY MEASURES
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WE NEED TO MEASURE INDIVIDUALS

§ Gender not yet integrated in how poverty 
is measured

§ Household-level measurement masks the 
situation of individuals

§ Within household analysis key to revealing 
disparity and providing a more complete 
understanding of inequality and poverty

§ Wording of SDG Goal 1 requires a move 
beyond income-based, household-level 
measurement

Goal: To end poverty 
in all its forms 
everywhere
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TOWARDS GENDER SENSITIVE, MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY MEASUREMENT

PHASE 1
QUALITATIVE

PHASE 2
RANKING

PHASE 3
DEVELOPING AND 

TRIALLING THE IDM

The research to develop the IDM was conducted over three phases.  It began with participatory fieldwork in six countries 
with women and men with lived experience of poverty.
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THE INDIVIDUAL DEPRIVATION MEASURE

Gender sensitive

Measures at the individual level

Interviews multiple adults in a 
household 

Multidimensional: 15 dimensions 
Material and non-material

Scalar: moves beyond poor/non-poor

Is not limited by existing data



OVERALL IDM SCORE
Each participant receives an 
overall score out of 100, which 
is the sum of the dimension scores 
and determines their level of 
deprivation 

DIMENSIONS
The 15 dimensions reflect the 
priorities of people with lived 
experience of poverty

INDICATORS

Indicators selected are based 
on information easily and readily 
collected and draw on best 
current thinking

QUESTIONS

Data for each indicator is generated 
by questions, drawn from well-
validated surveys where possible

LEVEL OF ANALYSIS

DISAGGREGATION

INTERSECTIONALITY

Individual-level measurement 
means data can be explored at 
any level of analysis

Data can reveal how factors 
interact to deepen deprivation

Data can disaggregated to 
show how various factors 
influence circumstances
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REVEALING, QUANTIFYING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN DEPRIVATIONS
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ENERGY/FUEL

In Fiji some 91% of women reported 
exposure to fumes related to cooking 
and heating, compared to 65% of men. 

INSIGHTS INTO GENDERED ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES & IMPLICATIONS
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ENERGY/FUEL

Women on average were exposed to 1 hr 45 minutes per 
day of fumes related to cooking and heating, compared 
to an average of 24 minutes per day for men.

GENDERED TIME USE → GENDERED IMPLICATIONS OF ENERGY/FUEL
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WITH GENDERED HEALTH IMPLICATIONS
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Issues arising from participatory work
§ The time burden of gathering essential supplies of water and fuel, including distances 

travelled

§ The time required for household chores such as caring, washing, cooking, and other 

household duties, was also identified as a burden, falling mostly on women

§ These time burdens create trade-offs, with negative implications for other aspects of life, 

such as the inability to undertake paid work and/or the loss of time for rest, sleep, or leisure 

Literature on important aspects of time use capture
§ The significance of work intensity and multitasking (Floro 1995; Offer and Schneider 2011).

§ The care of a child or others (sick or disabled adults), and the imposition of significant 

constraints on the ability of the carer to undertake certain activities can be thought of as 

time ‘on call’, rather than as a secondary activity (Budig and Folbre 2004; Folbre 2015).

TIME USE AND UNPAID CARE
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HOW UNPAID CARE AND DOMESTIC WORK IS CAPTURED IN THE IDM

Time use dimension
§ Time spent on paid and unpaid work
§ Time available for rest, leisure and personal care
§ Whether cared for a child under 13 while undertaking other activities
§ The extent of multitasking undertaken
Work dimension 
§ Unpaid/domestic work burden (hours in a day and days in a week)
§ Whether the respondent wishes to do less domestic work
§ Hazardous conditions of unpaid work and respect and valued for unpaid work
Water dimension
§ Responsibility for gathering water for the household
§ Threats/hazards associated with gathering water

Energy dimension
§ Responsibility for gathering fuel for the household
§ Threats/hazards associated with gathering fuel
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Relationships
§ Why did you not attend community event(s)? 

§ Why did you not make a contribution? 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON CONSEQUENCES OF TIME-USE DEPRIVATION

Voice
§ Why did you not vote?

Work 
§ Why do you want to work less? 

Health 
§ Why did you not access health care facilities?
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MEASURING TIME USE WITH THE IDM

§ Primary aim is to understand labour burden, by measuring categories of time use, 

focusing on:

− work for pay and profit (including subsistence production)

− unpaid domestic and care work

− personal care and rest

− social and leisure time

§ Challenges in measuring time use via a multi-topic survey – but critical to resolve 

issues for gender-sensitive poverty measurement

§ Iterative changes to what is measured, how it’s measured and how it’s analysed to 

strengthen the approach while managing tension between accuracy and time to 

administer
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Philippines and Fiji
§ Results recorded in prepared tables in 

paper survey booklets, using a ruler & 
pen/pencil

§ Time allocated in 30 minute blocks

§ Recall over previous 24 hours for various 
activity categories

§ Enumerators calculate daily totals for the 
times respondents spent on work and 
leisure activities 

§ Also asked about concurrent secondary 
activities, aiming to capture multitasking 
(eg, cooking + caring for children)

MEASURING TIME USE WITH THE IDM: INITIAL APPROACH
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§ Reached the current approach via a 
number of iterations

§ Tablets for data collection

§ Adapted participatory method to determine 
proportions of time spent on different 
activities

§ 11 picture cards representing the broad 
ICATUS categories, respondents asked if 
they undertook any of the activities on the 
card on the previous working day

§ Discs representing 24 hours allocated by 
respondents to activities; size of the pile 
representing the proportion of time spent on 
each activity

§ Respondents also asked if they looked after 
a child under 13

− Further details sought about ‘on-call’ time, to get 
at multi-tasking. 

IMPROVING HOW THE IDM MEASURES TIME USE: CURRENT APPROACH 
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READYING THE IDM FOR GLOBAL USE BY 2020
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